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TEXTS: Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology (ed. Castillo and Schweitzer, Blackwell); Columbus, Four Voyages (ed. Cohen, Penguin); de la Vega, The Royal Commentaries of the Incas (ed. Spalding, Hackett); de las Casas, The Devastation of the Indies (trans. Briffault, John Hopkins); de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun (trans. Stepto, Beacon); Cooper, Last of the MohicansWhitman, Leaves of Grass (Createspace)
AIMS AND SCOPE

This course provides a survey of the literatures of the Americas from a transatlantic perspective, emphasizing the complex ways in which the letters of North America, Central America, South America, and the Caribbean forge a distinctly American perspective on global affairs. Charting the literary history from the “age of discovery” (Columbus) to the nineteenth-century US American revolution and Latin American independence movements, and beyond, this class will consider the relationship between American literature and the following topics: empire, colonialism, and the “New World”; slavery and the transatlantic slave trade; cross-cultural encounters between European and indigenous peoples; race, class, and gender in the Americas; and the legacy of American independence in transatlantic affairs. Works to be considered include such texts as Columbus’s Four Voyages, Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, and José Joaquin Fernández de Lizardi’s El Periquillo Sarniento.

The course will proceed primarily through lecture, classroom discussion, and an online discussion forum, and students will be assessed on the basis of the following: class participation, two short writing assignments, and a final research paper. Lectures will be brief and will focus on setting up the historical context for the literature to be discussed and other relevant background material that may illuminate our discussions. Class discussion will build off of responses to the online discussion forum and proceed with an eye towards developing the course theme. The short writing assignments will consist of the following: a) a one page abstract of an argument of the student’s choosing and related to the course theme in which students will be graded on how well they set up the critical context for the argument to be advanced, chart an original critical intervention, and concisely articulate a clear and persuasive argument; and b) a five- to eight-page paper developing the argument articulated in the abstract. Students will have the option of choosing any topic for their presentation so long as it relates to the course theme and will be evaluated in terms of how well the student has organized and integrated his or her material with the course aims and objectives. Finally, the final research paper will be ten to fifteen pages on any topic related to the course theme and will be judged on how well you incorporate my comments to the two short writing assignments, clarity of writing, substance of argument, and substantiality of research.

Grade Assessment:

Participation: 50%

Final Paper: 30 %

Short Writings: 20 %

Attendance:

You may miss three classes without penalty.  After the third unexcused absence, your grade is dropped by one degree (i.e., B+ becomes a B).  Coming to class with all necessary materials is mandatory to be counted as present.

Participation:

Participation involves both an active involvement in class discussions and fulfillment of your short response responsibilities as described below.

Short Responses:

These responses consist primarily of answering discussion questions posted on the online discussion forum prior to attending class. I ask that you complete and post your response no later than 7 a.m. the day of the class. Responses should be thoughtful and relevant to the course theme. Posts following the first response should engage with those arguments that come before it to avoid repeating ideas already posted.

Deadlines:

All deadlines are final unless cleared with me prior to the class meeting on which the assignment is due. If you have special circumstances that prevent you from getting your work in on time, feel free to contact me and we’ll make arrangements.

READINGS:

1/5
INTRODUCTION:  The Americas in a Transatlantic Context
1/7
COLUMBUS AND THE “NEW WORLD”

Christopher Columbus, Four Voyages, ed. and trans. Cohen
1/12 
Columbus, Four Voyages.
1/14 
BRAZIL

Pero Vaz de Caminha, “Carta a Dom Manuel” (33)
1/19
CONQUEST OF THE AMERICAS
Bartolomé de las Casas, The Devastation of the Indies: A Brief Account

SHORT WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: one- to two-page abstract

1/21
Bernal Díaz del Castillo, Verdadera historia de la conquista de Nueva España (Castillo 


40-59)


Native Views of the Conquest of Mexico (Castillo 62-71)
1/26
Garcilaso de la Vega, El Inca, Comentarios reales de los Incas (1-98)
1/28
Garcilaso de la Vega, El Inca, Comentarios reales de los Incas (1-98)

SHORT WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: 5- to 8-page paper
2/2
WOMEN AND THE AMERICAS

Catalina de Erauso, Lieutentant Nun
2/4
Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, poems (Castillo 146-160)


   “Carta de Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz” and “Respuesta a Sor Filotea (E)

Frances Calderon de la Barca, Life in Mexico, selected letters (E)
2/9 
THE AMERICAN TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE


Olaudah Equiano, Interesting Narrative
2/11
Phyllis Wheatley, 
2/16
TRANSATLANTIC REVOLUTIONS OF THE AMERICAS

Thomas Paine, Common Sense (E)

Thomas Jefferson, Autobiography (E) 
2/18
Simón Bolivar, “Carta de Jamaica” (E)
2/23
THE AMERICAN TRANSATLANTIC NOVEL

James Fenimore Cooper, Last of the Mohicans
2/25
James Fenimore Cooper, Last of the Mohicans
3/2
James Fenimore Cooper, Last of the Mohicans
3/4
SONGS OF AMERICA

Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass

3/9
Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass
3/11 
José Martí, “Nuestra América”
3/15-3/20 
Finals (Presentations)

ABBREVIATIONS:
LION = Literature Online (available through UCLA Electronic Resources)

E       = Electronic Reserve
